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Chapter 17 concerns maps of belief
and confession. And it offers pretty
slim pickings. Despite the great
effort that these studies required,
we lack a plausible demonstration of
the connection of these phenomena
with culture and cultures. That, in
the face of what must be a basic
tenet of students of culture, is
quite disappointing. Perhaps, more
remain to be found. In any case, the
Survey simply cannot put forward an
atlas pretending to coverage of North
American cultures and fail to have an
extensive, definitive treatment of
religion.

Of course, a good, general treat-
ment is already available in Gaustad,
in Zelinsky, and in a few other gen-
eral works. Perhaps, the Survey will
merely "synthesize' these; but, it
is fondly to be hoped, students of
North American cultures have still
more to say, something between the
portion of Lutherans by state and
the locations of singlc churches
by decade and by denomination.
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FIG. 3.3. Major religious regions. (Adapted from: Wilbur Zelinsky, “An Approach to the Religious Geography of the
United States,” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 51, No. 2 [June 1961], 193.)
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DISTRIBUTION OF 12 PRINCIPAL DENOMINATIONS IN 1906 (continued)
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